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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T7 bath been the fate of this Society 

{ths' quite diftinft from, and inde- 
pendent on, all undertakings of the hke 
nature} not to have gs Jo generally 
and thoroughly underſtood, with regard 
to its operations and effects, in time of 
peace as well as war, as it Jremed to 
claim a title to. 


This is the Second Sermon that 
ever was preached, to declare the in- 
tentions of this Society, and to acknows= 
ledge the mercies of Gor. to the objects 
of its attention; and it is the only one 
that has yet been printed. 


This Society was incorporated by Act 
Parliament, in 1772; and it has 4 
local eſtabliſhment, upon tb moſt frugal. 
Plan. 


JOB, Chap. XXX. ver. 25. 
Mas not my ſoul grieved for the poor? 


HE words now recited are part of 
that ſolemn expoſtulation with 
Gop, made by Fob in his extreme 
diſtreſs; wherein he juſtifies his conduct 
with regard to ſeveral particulars, or 
chief heads of duty : ſuch were his faith- 
ful allegiance to the true Gop, in oppo- 
ſition to idolatry—his contempt of the 
riches and honors of the world—and his 
charity or love to mankind, through the 
fear, and for the ſake of Gop. 


His grief for the miſeries of the poor, 
he tells us, did not reſt in mere inactive 
profeſſions of tenderneſs and pity, but 
abounded in * inſtances of the moſt en- 


B larged 


* Sce chap, xxxi. 17. 19. 20. 32. 
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larged and well- directed beneficence. 
This merciful conduct was founded on 
a due ſenſe of that natural relation be- 
twixt members of the ſame body, which 
no diverſity of outward circumſtances is 
able to diſſolve. + Did not be that made 
me in the womb, (he argues) make him alſo, 
(that is, the pooreſt and moſt neceſſitous); 
and did he not faſhion us in one womb? 
Have we not all one common parent ? 
and are we not all branches growing 
from one common ſtock ? or, in the 
language of the apoſtle, + Hath not Gop 
' fo tempered us together in one body, that 
if one member ſuffer, all the members, by a 
friendly participation, ſhould ſuffer with it; 
or if one member be honoured, all the mem- 
bers, with benevolent affection, might re- 
joice with it? 


This generous compaſſion then it is, 
which conſtitutes the very eſſence of true 
. religion; I mean, when the action is 


ſancti- 


£0 2 + Chap. xxxi. 15. f 1 Cor. xii. 24, 26. 
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ſanctified by the principle from which it 
flows; viz. the love of Gop, who gave 
himſelf for us, and the love of our neigh- 
bour, for his ſake. This it is, which 
declares us to be influenced by that. 
aui ſdlom from above, which is firſt pure, and 
then peaceable; gentle and eaſy to be intreat- 
ed, full of mercy and gocd fruits. This, 
laſtly, it is, which exalts our nature to 
the neareſt reſemblance of that illuſtrious 
pattern of good-will towards men, Jesus 
the Son of Gop : In whoſe perſon were 
miraculouſly united all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead, and all the tendereſt feelings 
of humanity : whoſe errand to the ſons 
of men was founded on principles of the 
moſt conſummate love and mercy ; and 
who having, himſelf, condeſcended to be 
born, to ſuffer and to die for the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, hath compriſed the 
whole Chriſtian duty, ſo far as the ſe- 
cond table extends, within this ſingle 
precept : Þ+ © 4s I have loved you, do ye 

B 2 alſo 


James ili. 179, f John xiii. 34. 


1 
alſo love one another.” Nay, who was 
Pleaſed, after his aſcenſion, to look down 
from heaven with an eye of pity on his 
perſecuted church; and even to adopt 
the language of one perſonally intereſted 


in her ſufferings, * © Saul, Saul, why ow” 
ſecuteſt thou ME? | 


From this grand, and only true, ſource 
of univerſal benevolence, this chriſtian 
ſympathy with our afflicted brethren, are 
derived thoſe admirable inſtitutions, 
which, amidſt all the ſplendor of theſe 
opulent cities, conſtitute their nobleſt and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ornaments. The mag- 
nificent buildings erected, in ſuch num- 
bers, for the relief of every ſpecies of 
diſtreſs, and for the remedy and preven- 
tion of evil, ſo far as human means are 
effectual to that end, proclaim, through- 
out this great metropolis, that + ber mer- 
chants have the ſpirit of Princes, and that 
her inhabitants are the honourable of the 
earth. 


; The 
„Adds ix. 4 + Iſaiah xxiii. 8, 
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The Corporation, for which I am an 
advocate this day, deſervedly aſſumes the 
honor of being numbered among thoſe, 
whoſe benefits are not limited to indivi- 
duals, but extend themſelves, in a very 
eſſential manner, to the welfare of the 
community. 


It is well known, that the objects of 
our attention and regard, are ſome of 
the moſt deſtitute and forlorn of the hu- 
man race, They, whom the generality 
of their fellow-creatures conſider, as 
worthleſs, incorrigible and abandoned, 
or on whom, at beſt, they look down 
with pitileſs contempt — wretches, who 
have never been taught to addreſs them- 
ſelves to heaven for relief, and for whom 
no place of refuge upon earth is found 
forſaken, many of them, by remorfeleſs 
parents, and in hourly danger of falling 
early victims to violated laws aliens, in 
a word, from the common privileges of 
their country, without hope, and appa- 

| B 3 rently 
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rently rejected of Gop and man — ſuch 
are the perſons, who betake themſelves 
to us; plead their own miſerable cauſe ; 
exhibit their own ſad ſpectacle of woe; 


and implore, with irreſiſtible eloquence, 
our charitable compaſſion. 


Sometimes indeed, and that not ſel- 


dom, our happier lot hath been to be in- 


ſtrumental in wiping away the tear from 
the eyes of honeſt indigence; and ex- 
tending the benefits of this humane inſti- 
tution to the induſtrious poor, who find 
even laborious integrity inſufficient for the 
ſupport of their family. In truth, our 
partiality would be criminal, were we only 
to regard that miſery, which is attended 
with guilt and ſhame: We are always 
grieved, when we find the former en- 
hanced and aggravated by the latter: 
Yet do we by no means with-hold our 
protection even from thoſe, who have 
nothing to plead in their behalf, except 
that they are wre:ched, and miſerable, and 
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poor, and friendleſs, and naked. And here- 
in, may I not be allowed to ſay, we act 
in conformity to His divine example, 
abo maketh his fun to riſe on the evil as 
Well as on the good, and ſendeth his rain as 
<vell upon the unjuſt, as on the juſt? And 
is not this earneſt deſire to overcome evil 
with good, as truly worthy of univerſal 
approbation in a corporate body, as it 
is, on all hands, allowed to be in the 
conduct of an individual? 


This argument puts to filence the only 
objection that can poſſibly be made to 
this ſpecies of charity, as chiefly regard- 
ing the refuſe and moſt unworthy of our 


fellow-creatures. Alas! whither muſt . 


miſery betake herſelf, if ſhe might never 
appear unaccompanied with .innocence 
and merit? If our own appeal, at the 
laſt day, muſt be, not to the juſtice of 
Gop, ſtrictly “ weighing our merits,” 
but to his mercy, © pardoning our of- 

ſences;” 


* Matt. v. 45+ 
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fences;“ this reflection will ſoon teach 
us, in what light we are to conſider even 
that neceſſity, which we cannot ſeparate 
from circumſtances of guilt. And where- 
as, + if our Gop ſhould be extreme #0 
mark what we have done amiſs, we might 
well aſk, with the Pſalmiſt, Vo ſball 
ſtand ? The diſplay of mercy even to the 
undeſerving, in which our Society pre- 

ſumes to glory, may be fully juſtified by 
that argument of our bleſſed Saviour in 
the goſpel: I Oughteſt not thou to have 
compaſſion on thy fellow. ſervant, even as the 
LoRD tby Gon bath pity an thee ? 


In the farther proſecution of this ſub- 
Je& let us conſider, what circumſtances 
of poverty moſt reaſonably demand our 
chriſtian compaſſion, and how they may 
be moſt effectually relieved ; and then, 
let us examine, how far the Society, 
whoſe intereſt we are this day aſſembled 

| . 


4 Pi. xxx. 3. f Matt. xviii. 33. 
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to promote, contributes. to this great 


end. 


I ſuppoſe it is impoſſible to conceive 
any degree of wretchedneſs, which may 
not be comprehended within the ideas 
of indigence, ignorance, and vice. In either 
caſe, well may our ſouls be grieved for the 
poor; how much more then, when we 
find them all, in numberleſs inſtances, 
unhappily combined? I ſhall conſider 
them ſeparately, in order more fully to 
ſhew, how wiſely our inſtitution tends to 
obviate the evils ariſing from each. 


Firſt then, we are grieved for the poor 
in conſideration of their outward indi- 
gence; their extreme need not only of 
the conveniences and comforts, but even 
of the common neceſſaries of life. The 
nature of our undertaking, and the very 
commendable induſtry of thoſe whom 
we employ, to inveſtigate the reality of 
diſtreſs, have made us acquainted with 
ſuch ſcenes of wretchedneſs, as are utterly 

nmcom- 
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incomprehenſible by perſons, who live in 
eaſe and affluence. A faithful repreſen- 
tation of theſe, without one aggravated 
circumſtance, would be ſufficient at once 
to excite your commiſeration, and highly 
to recommend that inſtitution, which 
hath ſuch complicated miſery for its 
prevailing object. But I gladly ſpare 
myſelf the pain of ſuch a fad recital], 
eſpecially as it would only ſerve to re- 
new in many of your minds thoſe uneaſy 
ſenſations, which you have often expe- 
rienced, in the diſcharge of your duty 
towards your ſuffering fellow-creatures : 
not to mention, that your very appear- 
ance pn this occaſion precludes the ne- 
ceſſity of any endeavours of mine to 
awaken your hearts to ſentiments of 


pity. 


As ye are no ſtrangers to diſtreſs in 
all its ſad variety of forms; ſo are ye 
beforehand with me in the application of 
the moſt judicious means of relieving it. 

Ye 


ea 


Ye all know, that this is no where done 
in a more expeditious or effectual man- 
ner, than in your own Society : whoſe 
province it is, to endeavour to preſerve 
ſuch, as, in all appearance, were utterly 
loſt to themſelves and to the public; 
and, by a change of circumſtances, ſimi- 
lar almoſt to enchantment, to ſubſtitute 
cleanlineſs of perſon, decency of apparel, 
and chearfulneſs of countenance, for fil- 
thineſs, and nakedneſs, and dejection of 
ſpirit. To you the praiſe is principally 
due, that the diſtracted parent 1s no 
longer ſolicited, with fruitleſs importu- 
nity, to ſupply the neceſſities of a nu- 
merous family ; no longer conſtrained to 
liſten, with bitterneſs of heart, to thoſe 
cries, which he hath no ability to aſ- 
ſuage. The deſperate youth, received 
under your charitable patronage, is now 
no longer neceſſitated to wander up and 


down through the ſtreets of the city; 


determined to puriue the dictates of his 
appetite, 
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appetite, hover may be the conſe- 
quence either to himſelf o or others. 


From pining in a ſtate of ſullen ob- 
ſcurity, unconſcious that he is better 
than a mere cypher in the community, 
becauſe unconſcious either of opportu- 
nity or capacity to promote its welfare, 
he is ſuddenly called forth to ſuſtain a 
character, at once both reputable and 
uſeful : he aſſumes a commendable ſelf. 
importance; thoſe ſparks of generous 
emulation, which adverſity had well-nigh 
extinguiſhed, are excited in his ſoul; and 
all his thoughts are henceforth employed, 
all his activity is exerted, to render him- 
ſelf an excellent ſervant to his king and 
.country, and a valuable member or ſo- 


ad 


Thus far ye muſt needs feel your- 
ſelves the bleſſed inſtruments of relieving 
the indigence of your fellow-creatures, 


We 


Lt vs 1 


We are, in the Second place, to con- 
ſider their ignorance as a further aggra- 
vation of the miſeries of the poor, and 
an additional cauſe of grief to thoſe, who 
are intereſted in their misfortunes. 


In a chriſtian country, wherein the 
light of the glorious goſpel of Gop, in 
its meridian brightneſs, is diſplayed, one 
might reaſonably ſuppoſe, that even the 
pooreſt of the people would be taught, 
whatever © a Chriſtian ought to know 
and believe to his ſoul's health.“ But 
ſo lamentable is their negle& of all op- 
portunities of inſtruction, ſo univerſal 
their contempt of the means of grace, 
that it is a ſad, but undeniable truth, 
that the poor, in theſe cities, are in ge- 
neral totally ignorant even of the firſt 
principles of Chriſtianity, And if their 
outward neceſſities demand our pity; how 
much more reaſonable is the ground of 
our concern when we behold them wan- 
dering, like the blind, out of the way 


C of 
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of truth,“ loving darkneſs rather than light, 
and even hating the light, leſt their deeds 
ſhould be reproved ? | 


Now if, according to the Pſalmiſt, 
+ Man that is in honour, without under- 
ftanding, is like unto the beaſts that periſb; 
what ſhall we ſay of theſe, whoſe condi- 
tion, as to the things of this world, is 
very little, if at all, ſuperior to that of 
the brute- creation? To have miſery in 
poſſeſſion, and no knowlege of any thing 
better in reverſion, this truly is the very 


quinteſſence of woe. 


When the poor have any ſenſe of their 
duty to Gop and their neighbour; when 
they can by faith apply to themſelves 
the gracious promiſes of the goſpel, of 
-which no poverty of circumſtances can 
deprive them; when they can indulge 
the pleaſing conſideration, that even 
their Redeemer himſelf, :2ough he was 

; rich, 


# John iii. 19, 20, f Pf. xlix. 12. 


'T WY | 

rich, yet for their ſakes became poor; and 
are ſupported by his merciful declara-, 
tion, that he * will never leave them nor 
forſake them, when they can receive their 
preſent + momentary afflictions, as-prepara- 
tory to that eternal weight of glory, which 
theſe, endured; with patience, will work 
for them in the end—under theſe conſide- 
rations, no temporal evils are altogether 
inſupportable : a ray of light muſt pierce 
through the darkeſt cloud that can ſur- 
round them ; and communicate that con- 
ſolation, which it is the peculiar pro- 
vince of religion to inſpire. But alas! 
the poverty of thoſe who fall under our 
immediate notice hath no conſolations of 
this kind. Ignorant of every thing that 
concerns his own better and immortal 
part, the parent has no inclination that 
his child ſhould be wiſer than himſelf : 
ignorant of Gop, of heaven and ever- 
laſting happineſs, of hell and miſery 
eternal, of the future rewards of holineſs 

C 2 —_— 
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and virtue, and of the future puniſh- 


ments of ungodlineſs and iniquity, he is 
neither willing, nor indeed able to im- 


part theſe great and intereſting doctrines 
to his children; accordingly we receive 
them, when the laſt extremity of diſtreſs 


hath driven them to Us, for the moſt 


Part, totally _—_— with any ideas * 
religion. 


But 158 perhaps, it may be aſked, 
« What can ſuch an inſtitution as ours 


contribute towards the removal of this . 


cloud of ignorance ? Can a greater oppo- 
fition'any where be found, than betwixt 
a fchool of religion, and a nurſery of 
ſeamen ?” And ſome, indeed, with an air 


5 of jocularity, not very diſtant from pro- 


faneneſs, have ſaid, ** What care we for 


their religion, if they will but fight like 


men ?” Far different, however, have been 
the ſentiments of thoſe, who have gene- 
rouſly taken upon them the lead in this 


Important ſervice: they ſeem to be im- 


preſſed 


yo 


preſſed with ideas of another kind; and 
imagine that ſeamen would by no means 
be the leſs ready to fight, and even to 
die for their country, for having been 
early taught to © fear nothing but Gov.“ 
They are perſuaded, that as no people 
in the world have more lively demon- 
ſtrations of the power and goodneſs and 
particular providence of Gop, than * they, 
who go down to the ſea in ſhips, and occu- 
fy their buſineſs in great waters; ſo no peo- 
ple whatever have more need of previous 
inſtruction, to enable them rightly to im- 
prove and apply ſuch evident tokens of 
divine interpoſition, They think, that 
it would be much for the + honour of 

chriſti- 

Pſal. cvii. 23. 

N. B. This whole Pſalm is ſuch an admirable 
vindication of the providence of Gop, ever watch- 
ing over us for good, that I cannot but earneſtly 
recommend it to the devout attention of thoſe, 


whoſe occupation ſo frequently renders-them the 
objects of God's particular care and mercy, 


+ it would become. the public wiſdom of any 
Chriſtian nation, ſaith an eminent writer, to conſult. 
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chriſtianity, if any way could be found 
out for the better inſtruction of com- 
mon ſeamen in the rudiments of reli- 
gion: and accordingly they have provi- 
ded, not without great pains, expence, 
and ſolicitude, ſeveral plain and excel- 
lent tracts of religious inſtruction, to be 
put into the hands of ſuch as are able 
themſelves to uſe them: and they have 
ventured to reeommend it to each maſter 
to conſider his apprentice and ſervant, as 
a rational, accountable, and immortal be- 
ing; and to labour to eſtabliſh, within 
his limited juriſdiction, the practical 
knowlege and the fear of Gop. 

We 


upon fach an expedient, (viz. the means of inſtruct- 
ing common ſeamen in the precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity :) and in the mean time it would become all cap- 
tains and maſters of ſhips to do their duty and endea- 
ours ; and _thry might do very much towards it, if 
they would take up the generous reſolution of Joſhua 
and ſay every one of them for himſelf, as be did 
before the princes of Iſrael, As for me and my 
P3p, we will ſerve the Loxp.” 

| 1 rt. 
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We ſcorn to think ſo unworthily of 
ſea-faring perſons, as to imagine that 
they of all men are moſt unwilling to 
learn, or leaſt capable of being taught, 
the duties of religion: amidſt a thou- 
ſand inſtances of thoughtleſs levity, and 
too frequently a ſtrange round of the 
moſt unreaſonable and ſinful exceſſes, 
we often diſcover in them very pleaſing 
traces of generoſity and truth and ho- 
nour; and very ſeldom meet with an in- 
ſtance of diſingenuous chicanery among 
them: indeed, we are ſo. far from eſ- 
teeming them the moſt abandoned of 
mankind, that we are generally led to 
conclude, that there is at leaſt as much 
virtue and integrity to be found amongſt 
theſe, as among any of the lower order 
of people whatſoever. Our admonitions 
therefore always proceed on the ſuppoſi- 
tion, that we are treating with maſters, 
who, to ſay the leaſt of them, are ma- 
ny degrees above the character of Pa- 
gans; and that we are putting children 


4 into 


Fas]: 


into their hands, whoſe paſt miſconduct 
has been chiefly the effect of ignorance 
and bad examples; not deſpairing that 
they, by wholeſome diſcipline and in- 
ſtruction, and by a contrary example of 
ſobriety, may be both able and willing to 
reclaim them. 


Thus doth your carè extend towards 
the removal of the ſecond great evil 
incident to the condition of the poor; 
which conſiſts in an utter ignorance of 
Gop, and of their chriſtian duty. 


The third wretched effect of poverty, 
I obſerved to you, is Vice, or a general 
profligacy of manners : this is a neceſſary 
conſequence of that ignorance of which 
we have been ſpeaking : for which rea- 
fon, the Pſalmiſt aſks, Have they no 
knowlege, that they are all ſuch . workers 
of iniquity ? Implying, that their wick- 
edneſs is principally chargeable on their 
4 | | | want 
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want of religious information: this is 
the fool, whom he deſcribes as deſtitute 
of the firſt principle of divine wiſdom, 
and ſaying in his heart, There is no Gon.“ 
What wonder then, that ſuch an one is 
corrupt and abominable in his doings : that he 
is altogether defiled both in body and 
ſoul : that his. throat is as an open ſepul- 
chre; his. tongue full of deceit, -the poiſon 
of aſps under his- lips; his mouth full of 
curſing and. bitterneſs ;, his feet are ſtoift to 
ſhed bload? This is the condition of thoſe, 
who know not Gon, and whoſe original 
depravity no pains have been taken to re- 
form, no arguments or inſtruction made 
uſe of to correct. 


The natural temptation wy poverty, 
the prayer of Agur intimates, is to 
_ ® ſeal, and to take the name of our Gop 
in vain: When hunger and diſtreſs are 
urgent, what, except religious priciples, 
can reſtrain the hands of ſuch, as are 

| unac- 
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unaccuſtomed to labour, from violence 
and rapine ? No apprehenſions of tempo- 
ral puniſhment, even while the ſad ca- 
taſtrophe is exhibited before their eyes, 
will deter them from acts of open plun- 
der or ſecret fraud. But too, too often 
the outrages of the poor have not even 
the plea oſ neceſſity for their excuſe; a- 
mong the very loweſt of mankind a thirſt 
after prohibited pleaſures is predominant; 
This foon introduces diſcontent with 
their condition; ; and renders them, at 


the ſame time, averſe to the means of 
improving it by any other, than indirect 


and unlawful methods: this it is which 
determines them, at all events, to in- 
dulge their irregular inclinations, and 


precipitates them into deſtruction, both 
of body and ſoul. 


You will wonder, perhaps, that 1 
ſhould talk of pleaſures, as exiſting a- 
mong thofe, whoſe outward appearance 
excludes the moſt diſtant idea of indul- 

gence, 
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gence. Yet is it too well known, that 
the ſans of pleaſure are to be found, even 
where nothing but miſery is apparently 
exhibited : which, by the way, were e- 
nough to make the libertine aſhamed of 
his fancied delights; when he reflects, 
that he enjoys them in common with the 
dregs of human nature : the cup, indeed, 
in one caſe, may be more elegantly 
ſerved, the poiſonous ingredients are in 
all, the ſame. 9 45 

But ſhall an inſtitution like ours, ar- 
rogate the merit of offering a remedy 
for this evil alſo? Shall we preſume to 
undertake not only to inform the under- 
ſtanding, but reform the manners of 
the wretched objects of our care? 
Strange as it may ſeem, we claim the 
merit of having always attempted it, and 


of having frequently ſucceeded in the 
attempt. 


We are conſcious, that all is not in 
our power that we could wiſh, with 
reſpect 
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reſpe& to the reformation of youths, 
in whom the habits of vice are radi- 
cally fixed, and who are deeply taint- 
ed by a familiar intercourſe with do- 
meſtic profligacy. Though it cannot be 
denied, that their condition is greatly 
mended, even with regard to their morals, 
when they are placed in that ſituation, 
to which our Society conſigns them; 
yet we cannot but lament their want 
of the means of grace, and oppor- 
tunities of regular inſtruction, in the 
courſe of their maritime employment. 
They do not however leave us without 
the moſt friendly, parental * admonitions 
on this head; if they have any know- 
lege or ſenſe of religion, to be ſtudious 
to improve it; if they have none, to 
endeavour, if poſſible, to + acquire it. 

| And 


* Sce inſtructions and admonitions prefixed to 
the abridgment of the ſacred writings. 
1 Whattver improvements the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty may make, either by appointing @ ſchoolmaſter 


1 
And indeed we have been witneſſes 
of the happy effects of conſtant em- 
ployment, regular diſcipline, and ſepara- 
tion from evil companiofis, on the minds 
of ſome, who came to us under every 
poſſible diſadvantage. . Theſe will for 
ever have cauſe to rejoice, that ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment exiſted, as even in the worſt 
of cafes. ſuppoſes: a poſſibility of refor- 
mation, and is anxious to effect it. The 
ſtory of our well- timed benevolence, 
whereby multitudes have been ſaved 
from deſtruction, as brands plucked out 
of the fire, ſhall be tranſmitted from 
one generation to another; and we 
ſhall, I truſt, be recorded, not only as 
the fathers of the fatherleſs, but as 
friends to the civil, political, and com- 
mercial intereſts of our country, 


nd Thus 

to for the inſtruction of theſe poor boys, or by any other 

Jach ſalutary regulation, it will be ſo much the happier 

li- for the boys, and more ſati factory to us. See appen- 
Her dix to the regulations of Marine Society, p. 60. 
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Thus are the three great evils in 
ſome meaſure remedied, which aggra- 
vate the miſeries of; the loweſt claſs of 
our fellow- ſubjects: We raiſe them from 
the depths of indigence and neceſſity, by 
furniſhing them with - the comforts of 
life, and enabling them to ſupport them- 
ſelves by honeſt induſtry : we reſcue 
them from the darkneſs of ignorance, and 
place them within the reach of infor- 
mation and knowledge; eſpecially when 
they have the good fortune to be con- 
ſigned to conſcientious maſters, who act 


on principles of chriſtian duty; and laſt- 


ly, we remove them from the contagion 
of evil examples; and by gradually inur- 
ing them to a courſe of diligence, we 
wean them from that habitual idleneſs, 
which is the fruitful parent of all man- 
ner of vice. | 


It is not to be doubted, that the be- 
nefits of this inſtitution have reached 
far beyond even the moſt ſanguine ex- 


— 
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pectations of its firſt authors: they 
meant, (and their deſign, ſo far as it 
extended, was laudable and excellent) 
to relieve the poor that cried, when, as 
yet, there was none to help them; and 
wiſhed to render thoſe uſeful to man- 
kind, who were, I. will not ſay a bur- 
then only, but a terror to ſociety, But 
there are few undertakings, which time 
and' counſel, application and experience, 
will not meliorate and improve : and this 
hath been remarkably the caſe with that 
now before us : the humanity of a few 
individuals, whom their own happier cir- 
cumſtances could not raiſe above. the 
conſideration” of the poor and needy, 
produced thoſe ſparks of generous com- 
paſſion, which ſoon afterwards increaſed 
into a flame of liberality; advancing, 
from one degree to another, through 
the good providence of Gop, and the 
wiſdom. and ſound policy of men, till 
the views of the Society being extended, 
a. * exiſtence was at length ſe- 
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cured, by a moſt 8 Act of I 
corporation. | 


During its progreſs, from its infancy 
to its preſent ſtate, it hath not been 
deſtitute of gracious tokens of “ royal 
favour : It hath alſo been honoured 
with the protection, and aſſiſted by the 
contributions of ſome of the moſt re- 
ſpectable nobility: Theſe, acting in 
concert with perſons of great affluence, 
and of unqueſtionable merit in the mer- 
cantile world, have given a degree of 


credit to this inſtitution, which without 


their united patronage and ſupport, it 
might nor, however worthy, have been 
able to acquire. 


Not bur that ie ls echnoritedgad as i 
in almoſt every government, the joint in- 
tereſt of prince and people to give all 
141 : | FL Ly Ima-· 
* His late Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to ho- 
nour this Society with a donation of 10007. A. D. 
17573 and his preſent Majeſty, then Prince of | 


VWoles, with 400/. 
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imaginable encouragement to that parti- 
cular employment, to which the attention 
of this Society is immediately directed. 
The increaſe and ſupport of his Navy is 
recorded as one of the moſt remarkable 
inſtances of the wiſdom of Solomon; 
and the moſt eſſential cauſe of .his ad- 
vancement in power and dignity, beyond 
all the kings of the earth. The city of 
Tyre is celebrated by the prophets, as ex- 
tending an uninterrùpted commerce, by 
means of the ſuperiority of her navy, to 
the moſt diſtant regions of tlie globe : In 
ſhort, no hiſtory remaihs of maritime 
nations, who owed not their greatneſs, 


opulence and power, to their dominion 
on the ſea; and Rome herſelf, by this 
inſtance of policy beyond every other, 
deſervedly obtained the title of the M. 
treſt of the Mord. Conſiderations Iike 
theſe, ſo intimately connected with tlie 
welfare, ſecurity, and glory of his peo- 
ple, gave birth, we doubt not, ta, that 
recent inſtance of our Sovercign's gra- 
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cious attention to the trueſt intereſt of 


this nation; on which occaſion, it is dif- 


ficult to determine, whether the ſplen- 


dor and magnificence of the Britiſh Navy, 


or the condeſcenſion and liberality of the 
Britiſh Monarch, were more n diſ- 
* | 


Another circumſtance; yet remains, 
which addreſſeth itſelf to the compal- 
ſion of my female hearers; and engages 
their favourable wiſhes alſo in our behalf; 
which is, that while we enjoy the bleſſing 
of peace, even the moſt- indigent, and 
helpleſs of their ſex are not 3 
from our charitable aſſiſtance; a provi- 
ſion having been made by our principal 
N * benefaCtor, for ers a certain num- 

a 
. © William Hickes, 093 a Merchane of Ham: 


'burgh, left a ſum of money to this Society, which 
produces 300 l. per annum, half of which, in time 


; of peace, is expended in placing out orphans, or other. 


Fiftreft girls, from the age of eleven to thirteen, for 
even years, to trades, whereby they can get an honeſt 
livelihood. 


16 

ber of theſe within the means of fubſiſþ- 
ing by honeſt employments. | 

A minute detail of our proceedings, 
and a particular enumeration of the bleſ- 
fings that have attended us, from the ori- 
gin of this inſtitution, would only be a 
tranſcript of the ſeveral accounts, which 
have been already put into your hands; 
drawn up with the ytmoſt fidelity and 
care, for the information of ſuch, as 
- have a right to know how their. libera- 
lity is diſpenſed; and as an inducement 
to others to join with us, and aſſiſt our 
labour which proceedeth of love. Suffice 
it therefore to ſay, that in the whole con- 
duct of our affairs, the molt perfect har- 
mony hath hitherto ſubliſted, and the 
utmoſt frugality hath prevailed. The 
beſt evidence of our unanimity is the ex- 
tenſive good, which we have already 
done ; ſince, without this, much more, 
perhaps, might have been propoſed, but 
much ſs, certainly, would have been 
* And as to our unc. this 
| will 
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will appear to every one, who ſhall give 


himſelf the trouble to ſurvey that part 
of our undertaking, which requires your 
chearful and liberal ſupport, more par- 


ticularly at this time: ye will find, that 
our object is not grandeur, but utility 


alone, in the public edifice now erecting “: 
we wiſh to ſteer as exactly as we can, be- 
twixt the two extremes of oſtentation and 
contempt. | We would appear reſpect- 
able to our fellow-citizens ; but we dare 
not wantonly to expend the largeſs of 
our benefactors. Theſe conſiderations 
have uniformly influeneed our proceed. 
ings in this matter; yet are we ſtill de- 
pendent on your bounty for an additional 
ſupply: The grounds of our application; 
we know, are reaſonable; and on this 
argument our hopes of your aſſiſtance 
are principally founded, . 0b 
; 20M 


.* Finiſhed near three years ſince this Serman 
was firſt preached. —Ground-rent and taxes are 


above 100/. per annum; but we have great accom- 
modation, and alſo lett a part for 140/. per annum. 
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It is obvious, that. buſineſs of ſuch a 
nature as ours, cannot be conducted 
with fewer conveniencies, or leſs expen- 
ſive buildings, than are propoſed i in our 
plan: and ſome of you have given -us 
the moſt pleaſing teſtimony of your ap- 
probation, -by the liberality, with which 
ye have contributed to ſet forward our 
deſign; well aſſured, that the beſt-cal- 
culated- meaſures can never be carried 
into execution, unleſs the members of 
our Society be invited to attend by 8 
commodious reception; and that no in- 
ſtitution whatever can be long reſpected, 
whole appendages are not ſuitable, in 
ſome degree, to its dignity. and its im- 


Give me leave then, without treſpaſ- - 
ſing farther on your patience, to ſolicit 
your charitable concurrence wich us, not 
only in advancing our general deſigu, 
but particularly in a work, of ſuch Jaſt- 
ing conſequence to our undertaking, as 
a local eſtabliſhment. We ſhall then be 


enabled 


| 1 34 7 
enabled to appropriate the whole produce 
of our ſlender capital to the original ob- 
jects of our attention; and our efforts in 
the ſervice of theſe wreiched youths, will 
be more unembarraſſed and extenſive. 


We are thankful to Gov, and it 13 
one great deſign of our preſent ſolemnity 
to declare it, that, he hath been pleaſed 
to raiſe up to us from time to time, 
friends and benefactors, of whoſe favour 
and aſſiſtance we could not, without ex. 
treme ingratitude, withhold this publie 
acknowledgement. Indeed, its own in- 
trinſic merits, hen thoroughly examined 
and known, vill never fail to recom- 
mend this Society to the general ap- 
probation of Men, of Britons, and of 
Chriſtians. © A 
+ But while all men muſt needs applaud 
what we are engaged in, ſome (with gra- 
titude we mention it) have ſtrenuouſly 
exerted themſelves, to celebrate Gop's 


mercies towards us, in a manner of all 
others 
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others the moſt agreeable and ſtriking: 

they have laboured to diſtinguiſh this 

feſtival, by a ſelection of ſolemn, well- 

adapted, religious harmony ; ; calculated * 
to diffuſe a ſpirit of benevolence around 4 
us, by taking hold of the fineſt part of 
our affections; to increaſe our admira- 
tion of the beauty. of holineſs; to raiſe us 
above the ſatisfactions of life, and to 
make us ambitious of the glories of 
heaven. 
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Nor let us, laſtly, omit to commemo- 
rate, with grateful hearts, thoſe ample- 
ſupplies, which the eaſtern world, with a 
liberality peculiar to itſelf, hath poured 
into our boſom : whoſe inhabitants, while 
they have eminently diſtinguiſhed s as 
the objects of their bounty, have not leſs 
honourably diſtinguiſhed themſelves: they 
will ever be recorded as perſons, from 
whoſe hearts no diſtance of ſituation 
could efface the love of their country; 
and whom no elevation of fortune could 


render unmindful of the diſtreſſes even 
| of 
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they brethren: created by the ſame | 


and heirs of the ſame heavenly promiſes 
with ourſelves. | And if any man, oft 
fended by the meanneſs of their pres 


| ſent condition, or elated by the gran 


due, all honour, glory, and h world 


„ 
of che meaneſt of their fellow- citizens 2 
they are, indeed, the meaneſt, yet are 


Go p-redeemed by the ſame Saviour 


deur of his own, ſhould be- inclined to 
look down with contempt, where his eye 
ſhould be filled with a tear of pity; let 
him liſten now to that voice, with a 
faithful and attentive ear, which ſhall, 
one day, command the attention both of 
men and angels; * Inaſinuch as ye baut 
done it unto one of the leaft of theſe my 
brethren, ye have done it unto Mx. 


Now to Gov the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt; 


without end. Amen. 


Matt. xxv. 40. 


